Minutes of the Meeting of Downholland Parish Council
held Tuesday 5th April 2011 at 8.00 pm
Haskayne Village Hall, School Lane, Haskayne.
Present: - Cllr A Johnson, Cllr O Connelly, Cllr D Cull, Cllr N Jenkinson, Cllr B Coady, Cllr L Blane, Cllr P Turpin and Mrs J Cavan (Clerk to the Council). One member of the public attended the meeting and a further nine members of the public and PCSO Baldwin attended part of the meeting.
11/51:- Apologies for absence – There were none.

 11/52: - Declarations of interest – Cllr Coady declared a personal interest in item 11/56.
11/53: - Minutes of the previous meeting – The minutes of the meeting held on 8th March 2011 were RESOLVED to be a true and accurate record and were signed by the chairman.
11/54: - Adjournment for Public Discussion – 
It was RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion. 
A member of the public reported that the waste bin on Southport Road, close to the Bluebell, required replacing.

Several members of the public voiced concerns over the proposal to develop 4 houses on the site of the Bluebell Inn. It was felt that the existing sewage system in Barton was inadequate and would not cope with waste from additional properties. In particular the ditch running parallel with Station Road was failing to handle existing sewage adequately. 

A resident also advised that a glass stairwell on one of the proposed properties on the site of The Bluebell Inn would overlook his property.

A resident advised that he believed that the Ecological Reports produced in support of plans to build properties to the rear of the Kings Arms were totally inadequate. It was also reported that Lancashire County Council’s Highhways Department had advised that they would “resist the application” due to concerns about road safety.

A resident reported that there appeared to be problems with the sewage works on Moss Road.

It was reported that lead had been stolen from the roof of the village hall and numerous thefts from local farms. Residents were urged to be vigilant. 
It was RESOLVED to reconvene the meeting.

11/55:- Clerk’s Report – The Clerk’s Report was noted. 
11/56: - Planning Applications – Members considered the following planning applications:

	Number
	Address
	Nature of Application
	Decision

	2011/0277/FUL
	Bluebell Hotel, Southport Road.
	Conversion and extensions to former public house and outbuilding to provide four semi-detached dwelling houses. New vehicular/pedestrian   access road, driveways and car parking spaces. Erection of boundary walls and fences and associated landscaping.
	It was RESOLVED to comment that as the existing drains and sewage system throughout Downholland generally, and Barton in particular, is extremely old and is already prone to problems due to over capacity here is a concern over how the system would cope with an additional 4 properties in this small hamlet.

The glass stairway on the property furthest away from Southport Road overlooks no. 2 Station Road land would lead to a loss of privacy and amenity for the resident.


 11/57: - Annual Report – It was RESOLVED that the 2010/11 Annual Report would take a revised form in order to meet the requirements for Quality Parish Council Status. The associated costs of printing, which would be£75, were agreed. 
 11/58: - New Website – The prototype for the new website was discussed. It was RESOLVED that the council was happy with the design although the number of photographs on the Home Page would be reduced and some information, taken from the original site, was now out of date and would require updating.
11/59:- Path to side of village hall – It was noted that three quotations to undertake the work had been received. It was RESOLVED that Peter Roche would be asked to undertake the work and the associated cost was agreed. 
 11/60:- Councillor Surgeries – It was RESOLVED that Councillor surgeries would be held on alternate months on the second Tuesday of the month at 7.00 pm in the village hall. Two Councillors would attend each surgery and a rota would be drawn up by the clerk and circulated to members. 
11/61:- Accounts for payment - It was RESOLVED that the following payments be made: 
	Cheque no.
	Payee
	Details
	Amount

	1096
	James Forshaw Grounds  Maintenance
	Grounds maintenance – March
	£200.00

	1097
	Royal British Legion
	Poppy Wreath
	£16.50

	1098
	Jill Cavan
	Expenses 
	£13.00

	1099
	HDCA
	Room Hire – Parish Council Meeting
	£172.00

	1100
	HDCA
	Contribution to Hire of Room for PACT Meetings ( section 137 Payment)
	£26.00

	1101
	James Forshaw Grounds Maintenance
	Pruning of hedge to side of village hall
	£300.00

	1102
	LALC
	Subscription
	£180.30

	1103
	LALC
	Course Fees
	£20.00


There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.00.
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