Minutes of the Meeting of Downholland Parish Council
held Tuesday 12th July 2011 at 7.30 pm
Haskayne Village Hall, School Lane, Haskayne.
Present: - Cllr A Johnson, Cllr O Connelly, Cllr D Cull, Cllr N Jenkinson, Cllr L Blane, Cllr P Turpin and Mrs J Cavan (Clerk to the Council). Three members of the public and CBM Joanne Dawson attended part of the meeting.
11/97:- Apologies for Absence – Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Coady who had a social engagement.
11/98: - Declarations of interest – Cllr Johnson advised of a personal, non prejudicial interest in item 11/102 – as he knows the applicant socially.
11/99:- Minutes of the Meeting held on June 14th 2011 -The minutes of the meeting held on 14th June 2011 were RESOLVED to be a true and accurate record and were signed by the Chairman.
11/100: - Adjournment for Public Discussion – 
It was RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion. 
Residents spoke of their concerns over the revised plans to build 4 houses on the king’s Arms car park. It was felt that the revised plans failed to address the issues that residents objected to in the original plans. The new houses will be sited extremely close to the boundary fences of the existing houses; this coupled with the height of the proposed houses, which are three storey, and the location of windows will lead to a serious loss of amenity for residents of homes on Queens Green. There will be a loss of privacy, light and a deterioration in outlook and an increase in noise.

The number of parking places at the King’s Arms will reduce from approximately 45 to 14; seriously reducing the viability of the business. The new houses have only 2 parking places allocated each. This means that visitors to the new houses are likely to park on School Lane; exacerbating an unacceptable situation at what is already an extremely dangerous junction. The Highways Department of Lancashire County Council raised serious concerns about this when the original plans were submitted. The plans are likely to lead to increased traffic problems due to the three way flow of traffic between the A5147, School Lane and Woods Close.

There were further concerns over the proposed creation of a parking area to the Woods Close side of the Public house and the removal of existing outbuildings and walls. This was likely to lead to a loss of security for the neighbouring property; coupled with increased noise, disturbance and a loss of privacy.
The lack of a need for these properties was raised and it was also pointed out that although the plans required the removal of several trees they left no room for any replacement trees to be planted.

CBM Dawson reported that there had been 2 crimes in Downholland Parish in June; a theft from a tent and a burglary at the Bluebell Inn. Farm crime seemed to be reduced; there have been less calls notifying of incidents of late. Lead theft continues to be a problem.

In response to the recent accident on theA5147 CBM Dawson has asked for increased support from Traffic Officers. She also advised that there are likely to be changes in police areas; with Scarisbrick joining with Burscough and Haskayne, Halsall and Altcar joining with Aughton. This means that at present PACT will be held monthly at Haskayne Village Hall.

It was RESOLVED to reconvene the meeting.

11/101:- Clerk’s Report – The Clerk’s Report was noted. 
11/102: - Planning Applications – Members considered the following planning applications:
	Number
	Address
	Nature of Application
	Decision

	2011/0249/FUL
2011/0602/FUL

2011/0682/FUL
	Mill House Farm, Eager Lane.
Kings Arms Hotel Delph lane.

14 Rosemary Lane
	Retention of 37m high wind monitoring mast for a temporary period until November 2011.
Erection of 4 dwellings with associated parking, gardens and landscaping. Provision of new car parks to the south and north-west of the Kings arms public house. Development of public house garden space and landscaping

First floor side extension.
	It was RESOLVED to make no comment.
It was RESOLVED to write to West Lancashire Borough Council advising of the Council’s strong support for the residents’ concerns; namely:

The new houses will be sited extremely close to the boundary fences of the existing houses; this coupled with the height of the proposed houses, which are three storey, and the location of windows will lead to a serious loss of amenity for residents of homes on Queens Green. 
The number of parking places at the King’s Arms will reduce from approximately 45 to 14; seriously reducing the viability of the business which is a very important village facility.

 The new houses have only 2 parking places allocated each. This means that visitors to the new houses are likely to park on School Lane; exacerbating an unacceptable situation at what is already an extremely dangerous junction. The plans are likely to lead to increased traffic problems due to the three way flow of traffic between the A5147, School Lane and Woods Close/Delph Lane.

The creation of a parking area to the Woods Close side of the Public house and the removal of existing outbuildings and walls will lead to a loss of security for the neighbouring property; coupled with increased noise, disturbance and a loss of privacy.

Although the plans required the removal of several trees they left no room for any replacement trees to be planted.

The loss of the small, very old, wall running between the King’s Arms car park and School Lane would be detrimental to the appearance of this area of the village.

It was RESOLVED to make no comment.




 11/103: - Foundation Governing Body of Ormskirk School – It was RESOLVED that Cllr Connolly be the Council’s representative to serve on the Foundation Governing Body of Ormskirk School. 
 11/104: - Hire of football pitch for 2011/12 season– It was RESOLVED that the pitch would continue to be hired out for the 2011/12 season with the terms and charges being unaltered. 
11/105:- Collision on A5147 – Members expressed their continuing concerns over the speed of traffic travelling along the A5147 through Haskayne, particularly as it meets the junctions with School Lane and Rosemary Lane. It was RESOLVED to write to Lancashire County Council as urge that the 50 mph limit along this stretch of road is reviewed and that traffic calming measures are introduced both on the A5147 and at the junctions with Rosemary lane and School Lane to enhance safety for both drivers and pedestrians.

 11/106:- Hire of football pitch on August 22nd– It was RESOLVED that the pitch would be hired to Moorgate Children’s Centre on August 22nd for the running of children’s organised activities. The hire charge and terms were agreed
11/107:- Future requests for “one-off” hire of the playing field –It was RESOLVED to delegate the power to agree or refuse requests for “one off” hire of the football pitch and the fee to be charges for such hire to the Clerk and Chairman. 
11/108:- Training Policy – It was RESOLVED to adopt the training policy dated 12th July 2011.

11/109:- Civic Service 2011 - It was RESOLVED that the Civic Service would take place  in the afternoon on October  2nd at St Thomas’s Church and be followed by a light buffet at the Village Hall. The associated costs were agreed.
11/110:- Notice board “Fair Use” policy– It was RESOLVED to defer this item until the September meeting when it could be considered in conjunction with the use of the Council’s website and other media.

11/111:- Monitoring Statement – It was RESOLVED that the Monitoring Statement for the quarter ended 30th June 2011 be approved and it was signed by the Chairman on behalf of the Parish Council.
11/112:- Exclusion of press and public - It was RESOLVED, pursuant to Section 1 (1), 1(2) and 1(3) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and defined in Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972, to exclude the press and public from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted in agenda item 11/113

11/113:- Terms and Conditions for Administration Assistant Vacancy – The terms and conditions for the temporary position for a Administration Assistant were considered and agreed and it was RESOLVED that these be adopted and that the interviews for applicants would be held on August 9th.
11/114:- Accounts for payment - It was RESOLVED that the following payments be made: 
	Cheque no.
	Payee
	Details
	Amount

	1113
	James Forshaw Grounds  Maintenance
	Grounds maintenance – June
	£241.66

	1114
	Jill Cavan
	Expenses 
	£13.00

	1115
	Bluesock.com Ltd
	New website –creation and training
	£900.00

	1116
	Rufford Printing Company
	KIT printing
	£93.00

	1117
	Rufford Printing Company
	Printing of Annual Report
	£75.00

	1118
	United Utilities
	Water- Pavilion
	£20.55

	1119
	Sefton  Fire Protection Ltd.
	Inspection of fire extinguishers
	£36.00


There being no further business the meeting closed at 22.20.
Signed
Name__________________________________________           Date____________________________
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