Minutes of the Meeting of Downholland Parish Council
held Tuesday 8th March 2011 at 7:30 pm
Haskayne Village Hall, School Lane, Haskayne.
Present: - Cllr A Johnson, Cllr O Connelly, Cllr D Cull, Cllr N Jenkinson, Cllr B Coady, Cllr L Blane, Cllr P Turpin and Mrs J Cavan (Clerk to the Council). PCSO Baldwin and 20 members of the public attended part of the meeting. 
11/36:- Apologies for absence – There were none.

 11/37: - Declarations of interest – Cllr Cull declared a personal interest in item 11/44.
11/38: - Minutes of the previous meeting – The minutes of the meeting held on 8th February 2011 were RESOLVED to be a true and accurate record and were signed by the chairman.
11/39: - Adjournment for Public Discussion – 
It was  RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting  for a period of public discussion. 
Residents voiced very strong opposition to the plans to develop houses on the car park of the King’s Arms and to the rear of 5 to 8 Woods Close. Reasons for objecting to the plans included the lack of parking provided for the houses and the problems that would be caused by cars parked on Woods Close and School Lane; increased traffic and the difficulties this could cause on Woods Close which is very narrow and the potential danger at the three way convergence of School Lane, Delf Lane and the A5147 from increased traffic. 
Further concern was expressed at the loss of amenity to residents from the new houses; it was felt that the boundaries would be very close to existing houses which would be overlooked and this would be exacerbated as many existing houses are bungalows and the plans are for houses. Residents felt that the removal of boundary walls would increase the risk of crime and lead to a lack of privacy and increased noise pollution. Many residents expressed the view that the density of the plans was too great and represented overdevelopment in a predominantly rural area.
It was also pointed out that the land to the rear of 5 to 8 Woods Close has resident bats and water voles – their habitat would be lost should the development take place. It was also felt that the loss of greenery was inappropriate in a rural village. 

Mr McComb, the applicant, stated that he felt that his company had worked hard to address residents’ concerns and were continuing to do so. Several alterations had been made to the original plans to make them more acceptable to people living in neighbouring properties. A bat survey had been commissioned and a water vole survey will be undertaken if required. He stated that his intention was to refurbish The King’s Arms irrespective of whether planning permission was granted for the housing.
It was RESOLVED to reconvene the meeting.

11/40:- Clerk’s Report – The Clerk’s Report was noted. 
11/41: - Planning Applications – Members considered the following planning applications:

	Number
	Address
	Nature of Application
	Decision

	08/11/2010
	Norris Farm, Moss Lane.
	Temporary change of use from agriculture to site for drilling and testing for hydrocarbons including four shallow exploratory boreholes and associated compound.
	It was RESOLVED to make no comment.

	2011/106/FUL
	Land to the rear of 5 to 8 Woods Close.
	Erection of four semi detached dwellings and garages including new vehicular access and parking provision
	 It was RESOLVED to write to West Lancashire Borough Council to advise of the strength of feeling  conveyed by residents; to support the residents and reiterate their concerns; namely:

The parking provisions are inadequate. The increased vehicular use of Woods Close would be disruptive and potentially dangerous. There will be a serious loss of amenity for people living close to the site due to the proximity of the planned new properties to existing properties and the fact that many of these existing properties are bungalows whereas the plans are for 2 storey houses. There are bats and water voles on the site whose habitat will be lost to the development. There is likely to be increased risk of traffic accidents at the 3 way convergence of traffic at the end of School Lane/Delf Lane/A5147 due to the greater number of vehicles. The loss of boundary walls and the resulting openness and increased ease of access could lead to an increase in burglary and nuisance crime.

	2011/113/FUL
	Kings Arms Hotel, Delf Lane.
	Erection of 5 dwellings with associated gardens and landscaping.  Provision of new car parks to the south and north-west of the Kings Arms Public House.  Development of public house garden space and landscaping.
	It was RESOLVED to write to West Lancashire Borough Council to advise of the strength of feeling  conveyed by residents; to support the residents and reiterate their concerns; namely:

The planned development will be too dense; the placing of 5 houses in this small space is inappropriate in a small rural community. The parking provisions are inadequate; this is likely to mean that cars will park on School Lane in close proximity to the junction with the A5147. The planned position of the car park for the Kings Arms is likely to make it dangerous for cars turning into Woods Close. There will be a serious loss of amenity for people living close to the site due to the proximity of the planned new properties to existing properties and the fact

that many of these existing properties are bungalows whereas the plans are for 2 storey houses. There is likely to be increased risk of traffic accidents at the 3 way convergence of traffic at the end of School Lane/Delf Lane/A5147 due to the greater number

of vehicles. There are questions over the adequacy of the existing utility services. There is a concern that the loss of boundary walls and the resulting increase in openness will increase the risk of crime for residents and lead to a loss of privacy and increased noise for residents.

	2010/1477/FUL
	Mill House Farm, Eager Lane
	Installation of a 330kw wind turbine on a 49m mast (66m to blade tip).
	It was RESOLVED to make no comment.


 11/42: - Maintenance of roads during icy and snowy weather – The response from Andrew Burrows, Lancashire County Council Public Realm Manager, to the Council’s letter expressing their dissatisfaction over the failure to plough/adequately grit the roads in the parish during the latter half of December 2010 was considered by members who expressed their dissatisfaction with the response. It was RESOLVED to advise Mr. Burrows of the Council’s profound dissatisfaction with the response of Lancashire County Council to the complaint and advise that members do not feel that major routes nor School Lane were gritted or ploughed and that roads were impassible; an assurance would be sought that should the conditions be repeated Lancashire County Council would ensure that roads were cleared and usable. 

It was also noted that the examination by the Overview and Scrutiny Committee of the County Council’s response to the winter weather conditions had been deferred to June. It was RESOLVED to write to Cllr Westley and convey the Parish Council’s disappointment that consideration of this important issue had been postponed. 
 11/43: - Meeting with Groundwork –Cllr Johnson advised that a meeting had taken place with Suzanne Cox of Groundwork  had examined the grounds and would be able to help with securing matching funding should the Council be in receipt of Section 106 money and be able to help with public consultation and the designing and planning of the resulting scheme. It was RESOLVED to request that Groundwork investigate possible matching funding on the Council’s behalf and assist with a public consultation once the allocation of Section 106 money was confirmed.
11/44:- Parking of motor homes overnight on the village hall car park – It was noted that a resident had requested that visitors to his home be allowed to park their motor homes on the village hall car park for 2 nights whilst visiting him. It was RESOLVED that the motor homes would be allowed to park on the car park for two nights at their own risk.

 11/45:- Lancashire County Council’s proposal to  withdraw their subsidy of the 315 bus service  – It was noted that the budget proposals had been passed by Lancashire County Council but there had not yet been confirmed whether the subsidy of the 315 bus service would be removed.
11/46:- Annual Parish Assembly– It was RESOLVED that the Annual Assembly would take place on Tuesday 10th May and be followed by the Annual General Meeting.
11/47:- Quality Council Status– It was RESOLVED that the Council would commence the process of applying to become a Quality Council and that a subcommittee of Cllrs Johnson and Connolly and the clerk would put together an action plan which would be presented to the full council for approval.

11/48:- Exclusion of Press and Public – Pursuant to section 1(1), 1(2) and 1(3) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and defined in Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972, it was RESOLVED to exclude the press and public from the meeting during item 11/49 due to the confidential nature of the business of the agenda item. 

11/49:-Clerk’s Contract – It was noted that the clerk had been awarded the Certificate in Local Council Administration qualification. In accordance with her contract it was therefore RESOLVED to award her one more salary point on the National Association of Local Councils Salary Scale.

11/50:- Accounts for payment - It was RESOLVED that the following payments be made: 
	Cheque no.
	Payee
	Details
	Amount

	1090
	James Forshaw Grounds  Maintenance
	Grounds maintenance – February
	£200.00

	1091
	Community Futures
	Renewal Subscription
	£30.00

	1092
	Jill Cavan
	Expenses to  8th March 2011
	£20.85

	1093
	Carol Fishwick
	Refund of car park hire charge (hire cancelled)
	£40.00

	1094
	LALC
	Code of Conduct Training 
	£20.00

	1096
	United Utilities
	Pavilion Water
	£23.80|


There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.30.
Signed
5th April 2011
Name_________________________________
Position_______________________________
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