Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Downholland Parish Council
held Tuesday 10th May 2011 at 8.00 pm
Haskayne Village Hall, School Lane, Haskayne.
Present: - Cllr A Johnson, Cllr O Connelly, Cllr D Cull, Cllr N Jenkinson, Cllr B Coady, Cllr L Blane, Cllr P Turpin and Mrs J Cavan (Clerk to the Council). CBM Joanne Dawson and Mr Kenyon attended part of the meeting.
11/62:- Election of Chair – Cllr Connolly was elected as Chairman for the following twelve months and duly signed his Acceptance of Office.
11/62:- Election of Vice- Chairman – Cllr Johnson was elected as Vice Chairman for the following twelve months and duly signed his Acceptance of Office.
11/64:- Apologies for Absence – There were none. 
11/65: - Declarations of interest – There were none.
11/66: - Trustees of the John Plumb Charity – Cllrs Connolly and Jenkinson were elected as Trustees of the John Plumb Charity.

11/67:- Representatives on the Area Committee of the Lancashire Association of Local Councils – Cllrs Connolly, Jenkinson and Cull were elected as representatives on the Area Committee of the Lancashire Association of Local Councils.

11/68:- Responsible Financial Officer – Mrs Cavan (Clerk) was elected as the Responsible Financial Officer.

11/69:- Foundation Governor of Ormskirk School – Cllr Johnson was elected as Foundation Governor of Ormskirk School.

11/70:- Ex- Officio Representative to PACT – Cllr Coady was elected as the ex-officio representative to PACT.

11/71:- Minutes of the meeting held on April 5th 2100 -The minutes of the meeting held on 5th April 2011 were RESOLVED to be a true and accurate record and were signed by the Chairman.
11/72: - Adjournment for Public Discussion – 
It was RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion. 
Mr Kenyon requested whether he could remove the redundant camera and cage from the rear of the pavilion and reuse the cage to protect the outside of the extractor fans at the village hall.

He also pointed out that the table tennis table in the pavilion is broken and requires removing.

Cllr Connolly provided a report from the April meeting of the Local Area Committee of LALC. There had been an address from Cllr Otter, and several members had expressed their disquiet that there would only be one parish council representative on the Three Tier Forum. Cllr Otter felt that the forum was important for councils and had pledged that if having only one parish representative did not work well it would be reconsidered.
Cllr Connolly had raised the 315 bus service with Tracey Jardine; the District Partnership Officer, who had advised that a decision had been made and it could not be reconsidered.

It was RESOLVED to reconvene the meeting.

11/73:- Clerk’s Report – The Clerk’s Report was noted. 
11/74: - Planning Applications – Members considered the following planning applications:

	Number
	Address
	Nature of Application
	Decision

	2011/0325/
ARM
	Haskayne Business Park, School Lane.
	Erection of 45 dwellings comprising 30% affordable housing including details of appearance, landscaping, layout, scale and means of access
	It was RESOLVED that the council support the application with the following provisos:
There is concern over the access to the new estate and it is requested that this be re-addressed.

The entrance to plot 1 is a particular concern in view of its proximity to the bend and the speed of approaching traffic.

There must be a cast iron assurance that any trees that are removed are replaced in a timely manner with appropriate trees and this replacement must be monitored and enforced.

The council would like clarification about the strip of land between the western boundary of the development and Jacksons Close – what is the nature of the land and who will be responsible for it?

Clarification is sought over how the “affordable houses” will be designated.

The “Affordable Homes” should not be grouped together but should be spread throughout the development.

The footpath at the northern perimeter of the development should be improved. 

People from Downholland Parish and those with a strong local connection should have priority in the allocation of the “affordable homes”.


 11/75: - Annual Report – It was RESOLVED that Cllr Johnson’s report at the Annual Assembly would form the basis of the Annual Report with contact details for all councillors and the 2010/11 accounts also to be included. 
 11/76: - Insurance cover and policy – It was RESOLVED that the insurance would be renewed on the existing basis with Came and Company.
11/77:- Engagement of Groundwork to develop plans to utilise any Section 106 received as a result of housing development – It was RESOLVED to defer this item until the June meeting.
 11/78:- Lancashire County Council Consultation on Community Transport – It was RESOLVED that the council deplore the removal of all funding to Dial-A-Ride and the resultant threat to community transport. This is an invaluable service; and of even greater importance in Downholland due to the loss of the 315 bus service.
11/79:- Removal of 31 bus service –It was noted that due to the removal of the subsidy from Lancashire CC the 315 bus service will cease completely. It was RESOLVED to write to Lancashire County Council, again detailing the difficulties the loss of the service will cause many residents and to express extreme disappointment that no consideration appeared to have been given to the Council’s request that the bus run on a reduced service rather than not at all. 

11/80:- Accounts for payment - It was RESOLVED that the following payments be made: 
	Cheque no.
	Payee
	Details
	Amount

	1104
	James Forshaw Grounds  Maintenance
	Grounds maintenance – April
	£241.66

	1105
	Jill Cavan
	Expenses 
	£13.00

	1106
	Price Right Print
	Printing of KIT
	£238.00

	1107
	United Utilities
	Water supply - pavilion
	£9.19


There being no further business the meeting closed at 22.20.
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