Minutes of the Meeting of Downholland Parish Council
held Tuesday 11th October at 7.30 pm
Haskayne Village Hall, School Lane, Haskayne.
Present: - Cllr A Johnson, Cllr O Connelly, Cllr D Cull, Cllr N Jenkinson, Cllr P Turpin and Mrs J Cavan (Clerk to the Council) and Mrs C Fawcett.  PC Ken Lees, Cllr David Westley and seven members of the public attended part of the meeting.
11/132:- Apologies for Absence – Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Coady who is receiving medical treatment. Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Blane who was unable to attend due to family issues.
11/133: - Declarations of interest –There were none.
 11/134:- Minutes of the Meeting held on September 13th 2011 -The minutes of the meeting held on 13th September 2011 were RESOLVED to be a true and accurate record and were signed by the Chairman.
11/135: - Adjournment for Public Discussion – 
It was RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion. 
A number of residents spoke about their serious concerns about the revised plans for housing on the Kings Arms car park. These concerns included the loss of amenity to houses on Queens Green due to the height of the proposed properties and their proximity to the boundaries and the lack of parking spaces proposed for both the public house and the houses and the resulting danger that cars parked on School Lane close to the junction would present.

Cllr Westley confirmed that the planning application would be looked at by the Planning Committee who would undertake a site visit.

Cllr Westley advised that Lancashire County Council would now treat School Lane and Black-a-Moor Lane in Haskayne as a priority route for winter gritting and snow clearance. The Councillors expressed their pleasure and appreciation at this news. 

Liz Wainwright, the editor of Kit, updated the members on her proposals for the printing of Kit. 

PC Ken Lees introduced himself as the new Community Beat manager. He advised that his area includes Aughton, Bickerstaffe, Simonswood, part of Lathom, Halsall and Altcar in addition to Downholland. He is supported by PCSOs Dawn Baldwin and Jill Read.  Neighbourhood Policing remains a vital part of policing although officers are covering much bigger areas so resources will be more stretched. 

PC Lees intends to continue PACT meetings although the arrangements are currently under review. PCSOs Baldwin and Read are running Ruralwatch which is very successful. 

It was RESOLVED to reconvene the meeting.

11/136:- Clerk’s Report – The Clerk’s Report was noted. 
11/137: - Nominations for the Standards Committee–It was RESOLVED that the Council would vote for Dr Gallagher to serve on the Standards Committee.

11/138: - Addendum to West Lancashire Borough Council’s Parish Council Charter – It was RESOLVED to make no comments.

 11/139: -Planning Applications– Members considered the following planning applications:

	Number
	Address
	Nature of Application
	Decision

	2011/0602/FUL

2011/0973/COU
	Kings Arms Hotel, Delf Lane.

63, School Lane.
	Erection of 4 dwellings with associated landscaping and parking.  Provision of new car park area to north and north-west of Kings Arms Public House.

Change of use from retail/residential to residential only including alterations to front elevation. Re - alignment of kerb to front and side.
	It was RESOLVED to submit the following comments to West Lancashire Borough Council: 
Downholland Parish Council would like to draw the attention of the Planning Department to the continuing strong concerns about these plans shared by residents and the Parish Council.

 The number of parking places at the Kings Arms will reduce from approximately 45 to 11; this is likely to mean at busy times Kings Arms customers will have to park on School Lane - very close to a dangerous junction where there has recently been a serious accident. In addition there is only one point of entry/exit to the car park which is likely to lead to congestion and a danger of traffic backing up close to the junction and on the A5147.
The new houses have only 2 parking places allocated each. This means that visitors to the new houses are also likely to park on School Lane; exacerbating an already unacceptable situation. 

The plans are likely to lead to increased traffic problems due to the three way flow of traffic between the A5147, School Lane and Woods Close/Delph Lane.

The new houses will be sited extremely close to the boundary fences of the existing houses; this coupled with the height of the proposed houses, which are three storeys, and the location of windows will lead to a serious loss of amenity for residents of homes on Queens Green.

Although the plans required the removal of several trees they left no room for any replacement trees to be planted.
It was RESOLVED to make no comment.



11/140:- Externally Audited Accounts – The externally audited accounts were received. It was noted that there were no concerns or matters to report raised. It was RESOLVED that the accounts be accepted.

11/141:-Monitoring Statement for the period ended 3oth September 2011 –The monitoring Statement was considered and it was RESOLVED that it be accepted.
11/142:-Winter Treatment of roads in Downholland Parish – Members expressed their appreciation that School Lane and Black-a-Moor Lane would now be treated as priority routes for winter treatment. However members were still concerned that should the situation in December 2010 be repeated, when it was felt that the County Council did not plough quickly enough, roads could again be left impassable with the resulting cancellation of bus services and residents unable to use their vehicles. It was RESOLVED to write to Andrew Burrows and the Chief Executive of Lancashire County Council and Cllrs Westley and O’Toole expressing the Council’s appreciation that the route through the village would now be a priority but seek reassurance that consideration had been given to ensuring that delays in clearing snow would not occur again and that roads would remain open. A copy of the letter would be sent to the local press.
11/143:- Payment of Accounts: - It was RESOLVED that the following payments be made: 
	Cheque no.
	Payee
	Details
	Amount

	1127
	James Forshaw Grounds  Maintenance
	Grounds maintenance – September
	£241.66

	1128
	Jill Cavan
	Expenses 
	£6.50

	1129
	Coralie Fawcett
	Salary
	£96.00

	1130
	Coralie Fawcett
	Expenses
	£47.30

	1131
	BDO LLP
	External Audit of Accounts
	£342.00

	1132
	Bluesock.com Ltd
	Domain name hire
	£13.00

	1133
	Rufford Printing  Company
	Printing KIT and Residents’ Guide
	£315.00

	1134
	EDF Energy
	Electricity -  pavilion
	£40.55

	1135
	Pauline Sewell
	Catering for  Civic Service
	£200.00


There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.35.
Signed
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